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pages, will derive pleasure and profit by turning from time to time to some 
highly concrete question )f the law of landlord and tenant or the rights of par- 
ties to a negotiable instrument." Amen, heartily echoes the lawyer of us, more 
accustomed to labor with refractory witnesses and to cultivate the stony ground 
of precedent than to soar in the empyrean. But once back on solid earth one 
may add to the feeling of relief a pleasant memory of the swift and far reaching 
view of the topography of the domain of law. 

H. W. 

Claims, Fixing Their Values. By George F. Deiser and Frederick W. John- 
son. New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 1911. 

The claim adjuster of a large street railway company, for example, occupies 
a rather unique position in the community. His object is to reduce for his em- 
ployer the costs due to liabilities for injuries done to persons or property by 
making settlements with the claimants, and thus to avoid the necessity of de- 
fending a law suit. In his field of putting a money value on a claim for an in- 
jury he assumes the character of a detective in investigating the accident, of a 
physician in discovering the nature and extent of the physical injury sustained 
by the claimant and of a judge and jury in "finding" facts and determining 
liability and the amount of damages. Besides, he must have a very highly 
developed keenness for scenting fraud in a claim. 

It is obvious that a claim adjuster must be highly trained and well in- 
formed. The book under review aims in a general way "to equip the claim 
adjuster with information and knowledge that will assist in making him ef- 
ficient in the performance of his duties. " The treatment of the subject is quite 
logical and the arrangement, both of chapters and paragraphs, is praiseworthy. 
The work is admirable especially for its conciseness of statements and a min- 
imum number of cases illustrative of the principles of law involved. The cita- 
tions of cases referred to by way of illustration and footnotes are conspicuous 
by their absence. A reading of this book will give the reader an insight into- 
the subject of actions for personal injuries from the viewpoint of the claim ad- 
juster who represents a large corporation which is subjected to a multitude of 
claims for damages, many deserving and just, and many fraudulent. 

I. B. 

A History of Roman Law, with a Commentary on the Institutes of Gaius 

and Justinian. By Andrew Stephenson, Ph.D., Boston: Little, Brown,. 

and Company. 1912. 

A history of the law of the Roman city-state, from its earliest beginnings to 
the subversion of the Republic by Augustus, is a history of the unceasing efforts 
of a dominant class, on the one hand, to maintain their ascendency, and of a 
subject class, on the other, to wrest that ascendency from their masters. This 
struggle between Patrician and Plebeians was long and slow, protracted indeed 
over centuries; and it ranged in its course through all stages from the undisputed 
domination of the former and the abject subservience of the latter, to the complete 
and unqualified triumph of the Plebeians and the utter submergence of the Pa- 
trician order in the more numerous class by which it had been overwhelmed. 
Professor Stephenson has not essayed in this volume to write a history of Roman 
social conditions, but none the less a history of the developemnt of Roman law is 
little more than the story of the manner in which changes in social status became 
formulated in terms of law and procedure. The prize of victory on either side 
lay always in the control of legislation and of the machinery of litigation, and the 
advance of the Plebeians toward this control was from the first steady and inevit- 
able, though fought by the Patricians at every inch of the way. It is indeed 
only our vantage point across the centuries that enables us to see how hopeless 
the endeavors of the Patricians were. It is one of the interests of Professor 
Stephenson's book that he shows us so clearly the varying fortunes of the contest 
as it proceeded, expressed in terms of law. 

Professor Stephenson has done more, however, than survey Roman law 
historically. The first part of his volume provides the historical setting, and then 
he presents a definite summary of the doctrines of the Civil Law as, emerging 
from the melting-pot of social conflict and imperial absolutism, they solidified 
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into the Code of Justinian, where they were to exercise in the succeeding centuries 
so profound an influence upon the jurisprudence of all Europe. And by thus 
projecting the doctrines of the Code upon a historical background the author 
escapes much of the inevitable aridity of this part of his subject. 

It was the general needs of college students of history which Professor 
Stephenson had before him in writing this book, and it is based upon a course of 
college lectures; but it may well find a field of usefulness, also, in professional 
schools of law. Though, in its notable self-sufficiency, English law affords little 
stimulus to the study of other systems, yet in certain directions it owes so much — 
often without acknowledgement — to the teaching of the civilians, that the stu- 
dent of our law cannot be ignorant of their work without a loss of correct per- 
spective. A readable and not over-technical treatise like this gives this respec- 
tive admirably. 

In making a book out of his lectures one wishes at times that the author 
had remembered that the repetitions which give continuity to a course of lectures 
delivered periodically, have just the contrary effect when retained in book form. 
This, however, is but a minor blemish upon a work of much merit. 

A. M. B. 



